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Unuhia te pō, te pō whiri mārama
Tomokia te aō, te aō whatu tāngata
Tātai ki runga, tātai ki raro, tātai aho rau
Haumi e, hui e, tāiki e!

From confusion comes understanding
From understanding comes unity
We are interwoven, we are interconnected
Together as one!

Justin Roberts
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Kaupapa - to strengthen curriculum 
implementation 

● What is a rich curriculum?

● How do we provide a rich curriculum for every child in our 
early childhood services? (role of kaiako/learning 
outcomes)

● How do we evidence a rich curriculum?
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He whāriki he whakamana i te mokopuna, hei kawe i 
ngā wawata

A whāriki that empowers the child and carries our 
aspirations

All Rights Reserved. CORE Education | Tātai Aho Rau
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A rich curriculum - knowing children well to 
stretch and challenge their learning

“enabling children to grow their capabilities across all dimensions” - Te Whāriki 
p. 19 

“children have opportunities to learn and experience a curriculum that extends 
and promotes their learning across the breadth and depth of Te Whāriki” - ERO 
2016, Early Learning Curriculum, p. 4

This includes ...
● Establishing priorities for learning
● Implementing a bicultural curriculum 
● Kaiako engaging deeply with Te Whāriki in it’s entirety
● Assessment of children’s learning, working theories, and dispositions informing 

curriculum
Ministry of Education | Te Tāhuhu o Te Mātauranga Te Whāriki p. 19 ISBN 978-0-478-16926-3

Education Review Office Te Tari Arotake Mātauranga  Early Learning Curriculum p. 4 ISBN 
978-0478-438321 

https://education.govt.nz/assets/Documents/Early-Childhood/ELS-Te-Whariki-Early-Childhood-Curriculum-ENG-Web.pdf
http://www.ero.govt.nz/assets/Uploads/ERO-Early-Learning-Curriculum-WEB.pdf
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Te Tiriti o Waitangi

“Te Tiriti | the Treaty has implications for our education 
system, particularly in terms of achieving equitable 
outcomes for Māori and ensuring that te reo Māori not 
only survives but thrives.”

“Early childhood education has a crucial role to play 
here, by providing mokopuna with culturally 
responsive environments that support their learning 
and by ensuring that they are provided with equitable 
opportunities to learn.” 

Te Whāriki p.3

Ministry of Education | Te Tāhuhu o Te Mātauranga Te Whāriki p. 3 ISBN 978-0-478-16926-3

https://education.govt.nz/assets/Documents/Early-Childhood/ELS-Te-Whariki-Early-Childhood-Curriculum-ENG-Web.pdf
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A rich curriculum supports all children to engage 
with the full complexity of the curriculum

● The how and what of 
learning 

● The revised learning 
outcomes

Ministry of Education | Te Tāhuhu o Te Mātauranga Te Whāriki  p. 12 ISBN 
978-0-478-16926-3

https://education.govt.nz/assets/Documents/Early-Childhood/ELS-Te-Whariki-Early-Childhood-Curriculum-ENG-Web.pdf
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Overview – the full promise of the curriculum 
‘at a glance’ 

Ministry of Education Te Tāhuhu o Te Mātauranga Te Whāriki p.24-25 ISBN 978-0-478-16926-3

https://education.govt.nz/assets/Documents/Early-Childhood/ELS-Te-Whariki-Early-Childhood-Curriculum-ENG-Web.pdf
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The how (kaiako responsibilities and goals) and the 
what of learning (learning outcomes)

Crown Copyright. Ministry of Education  | Te Tāhuhu O Te Mātauranga
https://tewhariki.tki.org.nz/assets/Uploads/files/TW-Learning-Outcomes-Cards.pdf 

http://tewhariki.tki.org.nz/assets/Uploads/files/TW-Kaiako-Cards.pdf 

https://tewhariki.tki.org.nz/assets/Uploads/files/TW-Learning-Outcomes-Cards.pdf
http://tewhariki.tki.org.nz/assets/Uploads/files/TW-Kaiako-Cards.pdf
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Kaiako adding complexity to learning

Kaiako used their pedagogical and subject 
knowledge to deliberately plan for and extend 
children’s mathematical learning. 

Kaiako empowered children to make choices about 
their learning. 

They also fostered children’s exploration and 
experimentation by respecting and encouraging the 
children’s thinking and ideas . 

With this support, children in this service developed 
elaborate, imaginative and deep interests that 
extended well beyond their initial ideas.

Education Review Office | Te Tari Arotake Māutauranga p. 13 
Written permission granted for this image to be used in this webinar (and 

associated resources) only.

http://www.ero.govt.nz/assets/Uploads/ERO-Early-mathematics-March-2016.pdf 

http://www.ero.govt.nz/assets/Uploads/ERO-Early-mathematics-March-2016.pdf
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Exploring the revised learning outcomes 

Ministry of Education | Te Tāhuhu o Te Mātauranga Te Whāriki p.24  ISBN 978-0-478-16926-3

https://education.govt.nz/assets/Documents/Early-Childhood/ELS-Te-Whariki-Early-Childhood-Curriculum-ENG-Web.pdf
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“Tu’utu’u le upega ile loloto” 
Cast the net into deeper waters 

Casting a fishing net DonovanMc Pixabay CC 0

https://pixabay.com/en/users/DonovanMc-665989/
https://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/deed.en
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Crown Copyright. Ministry of Education  | Te Tāhuhu O Te Mātauranga 
https://tewhariki.tki.org.nz/assets/Uploads/files/TW-Learning-Outcomes-Cards.pdf

https://tewhariki.tki.org.nz/assets/Uploads/files/TW-Learning-Outcomes-Cards.pdf
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Children understanding and using oral language 

● Opportunities to use language in different contexts such 
as waiata, music and creative expression 

● Impromptu mat times and storytelling across the 
environment 

● Reading from books or share spontaneous learning 
experiences 

● In the baby room, oral language is consistently modelled 
by teachers. They use English, te reo Māori, Tokelau 
and Hindi. 

● Strategies such as commenting, modelling, questioning, 
explaining, and fostering tuakana/teina relationships.

● Progress is regularly monitored through individual 
assessment records, individual development plans, 
discussions at team meetings, monthly appraisal 
meetings and parent teacher interviews.

All Rights Reserved. Ministry of Education  | Te Tāhuhu o Te Mātauranga 
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How do we provide a rich curriculum in our 
services? 

● Using principles as touchstones
● Thoughtful and intentional pedagogy
● Being critically reflective
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Kaupapa whakahaere
The principles as ‘touchstones’ for curriculum implementation

“These principles are the foundations of curriculum decision 
making and a guide for every aspect of pedagogy and practice

Te Whāriki p. 16

Ministry of Education | Te Tāhuhu o Te Mātauranga, p.10.
ISBN 978-0-478-16926-3

Ministry of Education  | Te Tāhuhu o Te Mātauranga 
Te Whāriki p.17  ISBN 978-0-478-16926-3

https://education.govt.nz/assets/Documents/Early-Childhood/ELS-Te-Whariki-Early-Childhood-Curriculum-ENG-Web.pdf
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We invite you to bring a principle into focus

Nature jplenio Pixabay CC 0

https://pixabay.com/en/users/jplenio-7645255/
https://pixabay.com/en/nature-summer-flower-plant-grass-3361174/
https://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/deed.en
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Facilitate children’s learning and development 
through thoughtful and intentional pedagogy

Ministry of Education | Te Tāhuhu o Te Mātauranga Te Whāriki p.59  ISBN 978-0-478-16926-3

https://education.govt.nz/assets/Documents/Early-Childhood/ELS-Te-Whariki-Early-Childhood-Curriculum-ENG-Web.pdf
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Being critically reflective

Ministry of Education | Te Tāhuhu o Te Mātauranga Te Whāriki p.59  ISBN 978-0-478-16926-3

https://education.govt.nz/assets/Documents/Early-Childhood/ELS-Te-Whariki-Early-Childhood-Curriculum-ENG-Web.pdf
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It has been easy for us as professionals as teachers and teacher educators 
to say:

“We love Te Whāriki, we do Te Whāriki, and we teach courses 
on Te Whāriki. But to what extent are we really engaging with 

Te Whāriki, exploring Te Whāriki, debating Te Whāriki, 
confronting Te Whāriki, and confronting ourselves?”

Helen May 2017, The Space (48), Winter 2017

“We must also protect Te Whāriki from our 
own complacency”. 
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Wā kōrero - how effectively 
are you:

● Engaging with Te Whāriki?
 
● Exploring Te Whāriki?

● Debating Te Whāriki?
 
● Confronting Te Whāriki?

Ministry of Education | Te Tāhuhu o Te Mātauranga Te Whāriki  
ISBN 978-0-478-16926-3

https://education.govt.nz/assets/Documents/Early-Childhood/ELS-Te-Whariki-Early-Childhood-Curriculum-ENG-Web.pdf
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If you are engaging with Te 
Whāriki, how deeply are you 
doing it and in what ways?

● Is this just in wall displays or assessment?

● How is it guiding future practice?

● In what ways is Te Whāriki present in your 
conversations, shared inquiry, dialogue and 
decision making?

All Rights Reserved. CORE Education | Tātai Aho Rau
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How do we evidence a rich curriculum in our 
services? 

● Curriculum design 

● Internal evaluation

● Scrutinize, investigate and 

take action  

All Rights Reserved. CORE Education | Tātai Aho Rau
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Curriculum design

How effectively are you using  
kaupapa whakahaere when you 
design and evaluate your 
curriculum? How do you know?

How do taumata whakahirahira 
feature in your curriculum design 
and evaluation ?

All Rights Reserved.CORE Education | Tātai Aho Rau
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Reflective questions to takeaway...

Are you making visible the depth and breadth of the curriculum experiences you 
provide in your assessment documentation?

Does focussing on well being and belonging at the beginning of the year truly 
represent the breadth and depth of your curriculum? - How can you use other 
strands to support the development of well-being and belonging? 
Remember Te Whāriki is a weaving, not a poutama (or staircase). 

In the evaluation of your curriculum how are you integrating and prioritising 
multiple perspectives? - think about the lived experience of others 
How do you know what the children learned? - what evidence do you have? 
Does your evidence represent the experiences of all children and whanau?



28

Bring a child to mind…..

Inclusive curriculum 
design for all children

All Rights Reserved. Ministry of Education  | Te Tāhuhu o Te Mātauranga 
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How effectively are we providing a rich 
curriculum for every child in our service?

and how do we 
know?

All Rights Reserved.CORE Education | Tātai Aho Rau
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Crown Copyright Education Review Office.
P.1 & 7 Written permission granted for these images to be used in this webinar (and associated resources) only.

 
http://www.ero.govt.nz/assets/Uploads/Effective-internal-evaluation-for-improvement.pdf

http://www.ero.govt.nz/assets/Uploads/Effective-internal-evaluation-for-improvement.pdf
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Building beyond reflection to ‘taking action’ 

Te Whāriki Online http://tewhariki.tki.org.nz/ 
Te Whāriki Online 

https://tewhariki.tki.org.nz/en/weaving-te-whariki/internal-evaluation/ 

http://tewhariki.tki.org.nz/
https://tewhariki.tki.org.nz/en/weaving-te-whariki/internal-evaluation/
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Te Whāriki Online 
http://tewhariki.tki.org.nz 

Te Whāriki Online https://tewhariki.tki.org.nz/en/weaving-te-whariki/inclusive-practice/ 

http://tewhariki.tki.org.nz
https://tewhariki.tki.org.nz/en/weaving-te-whariki/inclusive-practice/
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What surprised you?
What challenged you?
What do you want to find out more about?

What will you do differently tomorrow?

All Rights Reserved. CORE Education | Tātai Aho Rau
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Ngā mihi nui ki a koutou

Ma te wā

Ma te wā
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